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The iKnow Project 
The iKnow project is one of six Blue Sky foresight research projects funded by the European Commission FP7 
under the Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities theme. The project is aimed at interconnecting Knowledge 
on issues and developments potentially shaking or shaping the future of science, technology and innovation 
(STI) in Europe and the world. In so doing, iKnow focuses on ‘Wild Cards’, and the ‘Weak Signals’ which help to 
track them. Wild Cards are high impact and low perceived probability events (e.g. systems failures or sudden 
transformations). Weak Signals are ambiguous events providing advance intelligence on potential wild cards, 
challenges and opportunities.

The project developed and piloted (1) conceptual and methodological frameworks to identify and analyse Wild Cards and Weak Signals 
(WI-WE); and (2) a pioneering platform to interconnect and assess selected WIWE implications for, and expected impact on, science, 
technology and innovation (STI) and key dimensions of the European Research Area (ERA). 

iKnow was launched in November 2008 and will officially close in October 2011. The iKnow Consortium included partners from UK, 
Finland, Czech Republic, Germany and Israel. During the life of the project over 1,200 members registered to the iKnow Community. 
As a result, we have launched nodes in Brazil, Colombia, Canada, France, Malaysia, Spain and Venezuela. 

 
 
The iKnow Conference
The iKnow conference will present the new methods and tools developed by iKnow to support foresight, horizon scanning and  
forward-looking activities (FLA). The main objective of the conference will be to launch the key recommendations and outcomes coming 
from the project, with wider applications to the European Research Area and many related futures-oriented activities. The activities and 
outputs from half-a-dozen workshops, over 60 interviews, large-scale Delphi surveys, systematic horizon scanning of over 1,000 ERA-
relevant issues, the Practical Guide on Wild Cards and Weak Signals and the ERA Toolkit, can be found on the iKnow website:  
www.iknowfutures.eu. 

 
 
Conference Structure

I InformIng and ShaPIng fuTureS reSearCh and InnovaTIon

K Knowledge SharIng

n neTworKIng 

o oPTImISIng reSearCh and CollaboraTIon agendaS

w worKIng wITh grand ChallengeS and InTerdISCIPlInary agendaS 

 
 
Target audience
The target audiences include supranational (EU bodies and agencies, e.g. EFSA, ENISA, OSHA; UN bodies; OECD; insurance 
companies), national (research councils, risk registrars) and sub-national actors involved in research and innovation Policy Shaping, 
Risk Analysis and Strategic Planning. The conference will also be of interest for Foresight, Horizon Scanning & FLA communities.

areas addressed by iKnow 

interconnecting
knowledge

Health•	
Agriculture•	
Food and biotechnology•	
ICT•	
Nanotechnology and materials•	
Energy •	
Environment•	
Transport•	
Social sciences and humanities•	
Space•	
Security•	
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why do you need to know about iKnow?

(1) relevance to Policy Shapers

Many policies are intended to achieve long-term effects. But the long-term is bound to witness substantial change, and “business 
as usual” is likely to be disrupted in numerous ways. Policies need to be robust, to be developed and implemented with awareness 
of the changed contexts in which they may function. iKnow demonstrates how wild cards and weak signals can be brought to bear 
on policy issues, focusing especially in its recent work on the STI policy field. 

(2) relevance to risk analysts

Risk assessment and risk management have developed elaborate appraisals of the dangers associated with various threats, 
including the ‘long tails’ which are perceived as low probability and high impact. However, experience shows that there are wild 
cards and ‘surprise’ developments that represent opportunities rather than risks pure and simple, and that there are developments 
that may well be too “wild” to register on the radar of many risk analyses. iKnow is developing tools and appraisals to deal with 
surprises, tipping points, and other kinds of wild cards, which should prove very helpful for future risk analysis. 

(3) relevance to Strategic Planners

Strategy is all about long-term sustainability and profitability of enterprises in the public, private or third sector: effective managers 
are aware of the need to look beyond the immediate commercial horizon, and to be prepared to deal with surprises of many kinds. 
iKnow has examined a range of surprises that will stretch conventional thinking about what sorts of change may be in store, and 
points to new ways of improving the robustness and resilience of strategic planning for enterprises of many types . 

(4) relevance to foresight, horizon Scanning and fla communities

There has been much development of Foresight tools and techniques to inform decisions. But these tools and techniques are 
typically applied only to consider contingencies that are considered to be relatively likely. Conventional Foresight approaches 
typically consider major trends and trajectories, and alternative scenarios based on major uncertainties and policy choices. 
Systematic analysis of Wild Cards and Weak Signals has been very limited, despite a few high-profile popular books such as  
“Black Swans” and “Tipping Points”. Systematic development of methods of analysis of such phenomena is also very limited. 
iKnow is seeking to fill an important gap in Foresight studies. 

registration

The conference registration will be limited to 100 participants. If you wish to attend please contact:  
siobhan.drugan@manchester.ac.uk 

welcoming Session & networking dinner - 27th october 2011
 
16.00-16.20 Registration and welcome coffee

16.20-17.40 Introduction to iKnow: Objectives,  Activities and Formal Outputs  
  The iKnow Consortium

17.40-18.00 Open discussion

19.30-21.00 Networking dinner

From terrorist attacks to tsunamis, from financial crises to the 
outrage over the behaviour of politicians and journalists, we  
have been shaken by a wide range of events that were largely  
off the radar until they had forced themselves into our awareness. 
Many of the most striking features of contemporary life result 
from developments that would until very recently would have 
been considered unlikely by most people. Foresight work has 
often noted the importance of Wild Cards (‘events with perceived 
low probability and high impact’) and Weak Signals (‘ambiguous 
information indicating that unexpected twists in the path of 
development may be appearing’). iKnow has developed a  
library of examples together with tools for systematic analysis  
of such issues. 
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iKnow Conference Programme 
28th October 2011

09.00-09.15 Welcome and coffee

09.15-09.30 EU Forward-Looking Activities (FLA) and iKnow 
Domenico ROSSETTI, EC DG Research and Innovation Unit B5, SSH

SeSSIon 1: InformIng and ShaPIng fuTureS reSearCh and InnovaTIon

09.30-10.10 iKnow’s Big Picture: Informing and shaping FLA, STI and ERA Policies 
Rafael POPPER

SeSSIon 2: Knowledge SharIng

10.10-10.20 Chair: Karlheinz STEINMUELLER

10.20-11.30 Twelve out of 1000+ iKnow Results (exploiting selected wild cards and weak signals) 
Martin FATUN (CZ), Aharon HAUPTMAN (IL), Jari KAIVO-OJA (FI), Gordon OLLIVERE (UK),  
Joe RAVETZ (UK), Sivert VON SALDERN (GE)

11.30-12.00 Open discussion

SeSSIon 3: neTworKIng

12.00-12.30 Interactive Lunch – Part 1: Conventional networking

12.30-13.00 Interactive Lunch – Part 2: The iKnow Community & Web-Working Tools  
                                            (iKnow’s Technology Development Team)

SeSSIon 4: oPTImISIng reSearCh and CollaboraTIon agendaS

13.00-13.05 Chair: Thomas TEICHLER

13.05-13.20 iKnow: Optimising research agendas on Health  
Meena MAHIL (CfWI, UK)

13.20-13.35 iKnow: Optimising research agendas on Agro-Food 
Vicente MARTINEZ (AINIA, SP)

13.35-13.50 iKnow: Optimising Coordination and Support Actions (EFP) and Mobility Programmes (IFA) 
Rafael POPPER (The University of Manchester, UK)

13.50-14.15 Open discussion

14.15-14.30 Coffee break

SeSSIon 5: worKIng wITh grand ChallengeS and InTerdISCIPlInary agendaS

14.30-14.45 Speaker / Panel Chair: Luke GEORGHIOU

14.45-15.30 Panel on iKnow applications to grand challenges and interdisciplinary research 
Panel:  Elie FAROULT (FR), Attila HAVAS (HU), Alun RHYDDERCH (UK), Jack SMITH (CA),  
Alexander SOKOLOV (RU), Philine WARNKE (GE)

15.30-15.45 Open discussion

15.45-16.00 Speaker / Panel Chair: Ian MILES

16.00-16.45 Panel on potential futures for iKnow 
Panel:  Enric BAS (SP), Jean-Claude BURGELMAN (EC), Jennifer CASSINGENA HARPER (MT), 
Claudio CHAUKE (BR), Hughes DE JOUVENEL (FR), Fabiana SCAPOLO (JRC)

16.45-17.00 Open discussion

17.00-17.10 Concluding remarks 

17.10-18.00 Wine reception
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list of Speakers & members 
of the expert Panels (1 of 6)

enric baS (SPaIn)

Dr Enric Bas is a Visiting Professor in several PhD and Master programs in Spain (University of Granada, 
University of Valencia), and was a visiting fellow in Sheffield-Hallam University, Leeds Metropolitan 
University (UK), Budapest University (Hungary), Tamkang University (Taiwan), UNEFA and UNFM 
(Venezuela), etc. He was co-founder and Director of REEF (Educational Network on Futures Studies) till 
2003, and currently leads, as Director, REEFVIEWS, the e-journal on communication. Before starting his 
career as researcher and professor, he worked as consultant, while leading its own company of social 
research (ASEM) for FUNDESEM (Foundation for the Business Development), the main association of 
businessmen of his region. 

Jean-Claude burgelman (euroPean CommISSIon)

Jean-Claude Burgelman joined the European Commission in 1999 as a Visiting Scientist in the Joint 
Research Centre (the Institute of Prospective Technological Studies - IPTS), where he became Head 
of the ICT unit in 2005. In January 2008, he joined the Bureau of European Policy Advisers as adviser 
for innovation policy. Since 1-10-2008, he joined DG RTD, as advisor in charge of Research of top 
level advisory boards like the European Research Area Board. Till 2000 he was full professor of 
communication technology policy at the Free University of Brussels, director of the Centre for Studies 
on Media, Information and telecommunication and involved in science and technology assessment. 

Jennifer CaSSIngena harPer (malTa)

Jennifer is an experienced R&I policy and foresight practitioner with an in-depth knowledge of EU R&I 
policy and an academic background as well as experience of working with policy makers at high level. 
She is the Director of Policy, Strategy, FP7 and International within the Malta Council for Science and 
Technology with core responsibility for the National Research and Innovation Strategy and Foresight and 
links with the European Union. She represents Malta at European Union level in the Competitiveness 
Council and CREST/ERAC at DG level. She h as served two terms as a member of the JRC Board of 
Governors. 

Claudio ChauKe nehme (braZIl)

Claudio Chauke Nehme is an expert on Strategic Intelligence and Knowledge Managem ent. He 
has more than 20 years of experience conducting research projects and enabling development 
and innovation. In the last 12 years, he has been involved with professional and academic projects 
in Knowledge Management, Organizational and Competitive Intelligence, Strategic Foresight, and 
Strategic Planning. At the Center for Strategic Studies and Management (CGEE), he develops foresight 
methodologies and advises CGEE’s Board of Directors. At the Catholic University of Brasília (UCB), 
he is Professor in the Knowledge Management and IT Graduate Program. He has a PhD in Computer 
Science and System Engineering from Federal University of Rio de Janeiro.

hughes de Jouvenel (franCe)

Hughes de Jouvenel is member of the Advisory Board of the European Futurists Conference Lucerne. 
He is General Director of “the Futuribles Group” (since 1974), an international, multidisciplinary, future-
oriented think-tank which has as its mission to study the contemporary world, its possible futures, the 
challenges facing the global community in the medium and long term, as well as the alternative policy 
options and strategies. He is also Director of the Futuribles Press Agency, chief-editor of the monthly 
Journal “Futuribles”, a review on facts, ideas and trends likely to shape the future. He is a respected 
international expert and consultant in futures studies and strategic planning. He has hold teaching 
positions in the Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales (HEC), Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA), 
University of Paris VI (Jussieu) and Associated Professor within the Black Sea University. 
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elie faroulT (franCe)

Elie Faroult studied medicine and psychology and has 20 years experience of counselling industries 
and administrations on strategic management and innovation. He was professor in social sciences in 
ENA (Ecole Nationale d’Administration), HEC and ESCP (Paris) and an adviser in OECD (1979-1990). 
He joined the European Commission in 1992, initially working on a development programme in Africa. 
Since 1998, he has worked as Scientific Officer in DG Research, working on social sciences and 
humanities, scientific and technological foresight. He is now retired, but remains active in the field and is 
often called upon to share his expertise as a speaker or session chair in conferences and workshops.

martin faTun (CZeCh rePublIC)

Martin Fatun graduated from the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics of the Charles University in 
Prague in field of mathematical informatics, theoretical cybernetics and system theory. He has got 
practical experience in computer programming and database applications development. Since 2006 he 
is a member of the Strategic Studies team of the Technology Centre ASCR with specialization in fields 
of R&D policy, R&D evaluation, ICT innovation and foresight.

luke georghIou (unITed KIngdom)

Luke Georghiou B.Sc., Ph.D. is Vice-President for Research and Innovation at the University of 
Manchester. He is Professor of Science and Technology Policy and Management at Manchester 
Institute of Innovation Research (formerly PREST) in Manchester Business School. His research interests 
include evaluation of R&D and innovation policy, foresight, national and international science policy, 
and management of innovation. He has chaired or been a member of several high profile committees. 
In Europe he was rapporteur of the influential Aho Group report to European leaders Creating an 
Innovative Europe and in 2007/8 chaired the EC’s Expert Group on ERA Rationales, presented to the 
European Competitiveness Council in July 2008. 

attila havaS (hungary)

Attila (Ph.D., 1997) is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Economics, Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences (http://econ.core.hu/~havasatt). His academic interests are in economics of innovation, 
theory and practice of innovation policy, and technology foresight. In 1997-2000 he was Programme 
Director of TEP, the Hungarian Technology Foresight Programme. He has participated in international 
research projects on STI policies, innovation, as well as on foresight and prospective analyses, and 
been a member of several EU expert groups. He has advised national governments and international 
organisations on the above issues.

aharon hauPTman (ISrael)

Dr Hauptman has a Ph.D in Engineering (Fluid Mechanics) from Tel-Aviv University (1986). As a senior 
researcher at ICTAF since 1988, he specializes in Technology Foresight and the evaluation of trends 
in emerging technologies such as Nanotechnology. Past activities include Delphi surveys on various 
future technologies. Dr Hauptman has been involved in several EU projects dealing with a wide range of 
topics, such as e-Government (eLOST), nanobiotechnology (Nano2Life), and knowledge management 
(KINX). He is currently involved in the FP7 projects FESTOS (on security threats of new technologies), 
PRACTIS (on the impact of new technologies on privacy) and iKNOW. 
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 Jari KaIvo-oJa (fInland)

Dr Jari Kaivo-oja is currently working as Research Director in Finland Futures Research Centre at the 
University of Turku. Mr Kaivo-oja received his PhD from University of Tampere in 2004. He is a referee 
in many international journals like Futures, Technological Forecasting and Social Change, Long Range 
Planning, Research Policy, Innovation and Energy Policy. He was worked for the European Parliament, 
for European Foundation, RAND Europe, INNOVA Europe and for Nordic Innovation Centre. He has also 
worked for the Finnish Innovation and Technology Fund Tekes, the Acedemy of Finland and SITRA - the 
Finnish Innovation Fund. He is regular foresight expert of SITRA.

 Jan KluSaCeK (CZeCh rePublIC)

Jan is the founder and director of the Cyber Fox software development company, providing IT solutions 
and services since 1998. Some of our clients include Vodafone, UNIDO, Academy of Sciences, Fiat, 
and many others both in Czech Republic and abroad. He graduated from the University of Economics in 
Prague, Czech Republic in 1999 with a degree in international trade. In addition to his job at Cyber Fox, 
he holds a position of the Systems Director & CFO at Futures Diamond company, delivering foresight 
related IT services. Jan also co-owns a Futurum Media company, running several technology and 
lifestyle oriented websites.

Juha lang (fInland)

Juha Lång, Director of Mindcom Ltd has rich experience and deep understanding on developing 
intelligent systems and new web based technologies for psychological and sociometric tests. Now 
his interest is to develop ICT service to support and enhance organizations’ innovation processes. 
Juha has led many successful ICT projects in the fields of education and human testing. The services 
widely used for example in educational institutions and Finnish Defence Forces. Before starting his 
own business Juha worked in several Finnish hospitals, where he engaged in developing large-scale 
Information technology of Health Care. He has studied physics, medicine and information technology.

meena mahIl (unITed KIngdom)

Dr Meena Mahil is a Senior Consultant at the Centre for Workforce Intelligence (CfWI), the national 
authority on workforce planning and development in England. Meena completed an honours degree in 
Life Sciences, and went on to obtain her MBA with a focus on health administration and international 
business from the DeGroote School of Business at McMaster University. She has a well-rounded 
perspective of health applications across the context of several international business models and 
health infrastructure knowledge spanning three countries; Canada, Singapore and the UK. Meena is 
leading two projects: development of a methodology to conduct integrated workforce planning along a 
care pathway; and implementation of CfWI’s horizon scanning and scenario generation strategies.

vicente marTIneZ (SPaIn)

Vicente Martínez is a biologist with degrees in Food Safety and Environmental Assessment. At present 
Vicente works as a project manager at the Food Law Department of AINIA Technological Centre, 
where he is in charge of national and international technical assistance projects. He is a consultant and 
auditor of Quality Management Systems (ISO 9000), Environmental Management Systems (ISO 14001), 
Food Safety Systems (Codex Alimentarius, BRC, IFS), Management of Food Quality Laboratories (ISO 
17025) and R&D Projects of Food Hygiene. Vicente has also been Academic Visitor at the University of 
Manchester.
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Ian mIleS (unITed KIngdom)

Professor Ian Miles is recognised as one of Europe’s leading experts on scenario development and 
other foresight techniques. His work has been carried out for many sponsors, including the Economic 
and Social Research Council, UK government departments (DTI, DEFRA), foreign government 
departments (in, for example, Brazil, Finland, and Switzerland), international organisations (e.g. the EC’s 
DG Research and DG Enterprise, World Bank, UNCTAD) and private companies (e.g. BT, BNFL). As 
well as producing numerous reports, he has written around one hundred book chapters, over 70 journal 
articles, and authored and co-authored twelve books, and co-edited seven.

gordon ollIvere (unITed KIngdom)

Gordon Ollivere is Managing Director of RTC North. His primary responsibility is for strategy and 
operations over a period of 18 years during which RTC North has developed, by stages, into its present 
position as one of the most successful independent technology transfer companies in Europe. A senior 
consultant to government bodies advising on national and regional strategy. Particular areas of personal 
expertise include the practical use of Foresight in regional planning and benchmarking the effectiveness 
of technology transfer programmes and organisations. Substantial international experience has been 
gained throughout Europe as well as in USA, Indonesia, Iceland and Hungary. 

rafael PoPPer (unITed KIngdom)

Dr Rafael Popper is Research Fellow at the Manchester Institute of Innovation Research (formerly 
PREST) of the University of Manchester. He is Director of the iKnow Project; Innovation Director & CEO 
of Futures Diamond in Czech Republic; Director of the Summer/Winter Schools of the International 
Foresight Academy (IFA); and Leader of the Mapping activities of the European Foresight Platform (EFP). 
His main areas of work include: ‘foresight’ as an instrument of policy, the development of foresight and 
horizon scanning methodology, the design of forward-looking activities and their evaluation (with a focus 
on European and Latin American innovation policies). Dr Popper has received two Emerald Literati 
Network Awards for Excellence on his foresight publications. He has a Ph.D. in 21st Century Foresight 
from the University of Manchester.

Joe raveTZ (unITed KIngdom)

Joe Ravetz is Co-Director of the Centre for Urban & Regional Ecology at the University of Manchester. 
He is a researcher / designer of sustainable cities and regions, and the systems which support them: 
with a wide range of interests in environment policy and resource modelling, urban development and 
community regeneration, new economics and governance, innovation and futures studies. From a 
background as an architect and development manager, he is also an active graphic facilitator and 
foresight trainer. His main publications include City-Region 2020, Environment and City (co-authored), 
and the forthcoming Synergicity: pathways to shared intelligence in the urban century.

alun rhydderCh (unITed KIngdom)

Alun Rhydderch has worked for the UK Foresight Horizon Scanning Centre since 2005. He managed 
projects for the Centre including the International Futures Project (2020 scenarios), World Trade: 
Possible Futures, and Technology and Innovation Futures, and designed and facilitated scenario 
workshops to inform the UK National Security Strategy. He led development of the Sigma Scan – 250 
future issues and trends relevant to UK public policy (www.sigmascan.org). He is a regular speaker 
on horizon scanning and scenario planning, and has taught a European Commission course on the 
subject. He has published guidance on the use of scenario planning in government.



iKnow Conference 2011
Organised by:

iKnow Final Conference on Taming the Wild & Listening to the Weak - Brussels, Belgium 27-28 October 2011

interconnecting
knowledge

list of Speakers & members 
of the expert Panels (5 of 6)

domenico roSSeTTI dI valdalbero (euroPean CommISSIon)

Domenico Rossetti di Valdalbero is Principal Administrator in DG RTD, where he is responsible for 
forward-looking activities. In the economic and social sciences research, he is also in charge of topics 
related to innovation, economy of services and post-carbon society. He was previously responsible for 
the EU research related to “Energy-Economy- Environment” models, to world energy and technology 
outlooks (2030-2050), and to the quantification of energy external costs. Domenico is author of more 
than 100 scientific and general articles on EU studies, research, energy, environment and technological 
development. He has written two books entitled “The Power of Science” and “Mapping European 
integration through its Cities”. Domenico got his Doctorate (PhD) in economics from Paris Dauphine 
University.

Sivert von Saldern (germany)

Sivert von Saldern is a Foresight Consultant at Z_punkt GmbH – The Foresight Company at 
Cologne, Germany. In his profession, he is involved in several trend and strategy projects for public 
administrations, research institutions and companies. He holds a degree in business management from 
RWTH Aachen, with a focus on technology and innovation management, industrial controlling, and 
industrial science. During his time at university, he concentrated on aspects of open innovation and 
mass customisation. Besides the latter aspects, his specific fields of expertise include future mobility, 
scenario development and new business fields.

fabiana SCaPolo (euroPean CommISSIon)

Dr Fabiana Scapolo holds a PhD on Foresight methodologies and practices from the Manchester 
University (UK) and she has a degree on Political Sciences from the University of Milan (Italy). She is 
working at the European Commission Directorate General Joint Research Centre (JRC) in Brussels in 
the Unit on Science Advice to Policy, Innovation and Horizon scanning, where she is involved in the 
setting up of a corporate intelligence function called Anticipation at the JRC. This function is studying 
technological and societal trends and events, which may affect future European public policies by 
applying horizon scanning and Foresight. Previously she was working at JRC-IPTS in Seville where she 
was responsible of the Foresight activities. 

Jack SmITh (Canada)

John Edward (Jack) Smith is an Adjunct Professor of Technology and Strategy at the Telfer School of 
Management at the University of Ottawa where along with Professor Jonathan Calof, he is Co-Director 
of the Telfer Foresight Leaders Forum. Prof. Smith brings over 20 years of federal government policy, 
technology and innovation program development experience to his futures and foresight work. Since 
founding the Office of Technology Foresight at the NRC in 2002, he has led or been an advisor to 
collaborative foresight projects in several emerging S&T domains. Prof. Smith is Chair of the Foresight 
Synergy Network (FSN) of Canada. 

alexander SoKolov (ruSSIa)

Professor Alexander Sokolov is Deputy Director of the Institute for Statistical Studies and Economics of 
Knowledge and Director of the International Foresight Centre at the Higher School of Economics (HSE) 
– one of the most prominent national research universities in Russia. He authored over 120 publications 
in Russia and internationally devoted to Foresight and S&T and innovation policies; managed several 
national S&T foresight exercises in Russia, participated in dozens of international projects. Alexander 
Sokolov is a member of high-level expert groups at the OECD and other international organisations.
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Karlheinz STeInmÜller (germany)

Karlheinz Steinmüller is scientific director and founding partner of Z_punkt GmbH – The Foresight 
Company at Essen and Berlin. Since 1991 engaged in future studies, he is leading studies for public 
administrations, for the European Commission and for large enterprises. His special fields of expertise 
include innovations in companies and society, technological foresight and technology assessment, and 
scenario development. He has published several books on futures studies, most recently “Wild Cards” 
(2004). Besides that, Steinmüller has much experience as keynote speaker on different future topics. 

Thomas TeIChler (germany)

Dr Thomas TEICHLER is a Research Associate at the Manchester Institute of Innovation Research. He 
has a Ph.D. from the European University Institute in Florence on the EU’s foreign and security policy 
with a focus on innovation and industrial policy in the defence sector. Lately, Thomas has focused on 
foresight in the security sector, for example in the SANDERA project on the future interaction of security 
and defence research policy and the ERA. He has worked on broader issues of innovation policy such 
as standardisation and conformity assessment, as well as policies of demand side innovation and pre-
commercial procurement for the civil security sector. 

Philine warnKe (germany)

Dr Philine Warnke joined the Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research ISI in 2008 
and is coordinating the Institute’s Foresight research group since 2011. From 2005-2007 she was a 
senior researcher within the “European Foresight” group of the “Institute for Prospective Technological 
Studies” JRC-IPTS in Sevilla. Her educational background is in mechanical engineering and in sociology 
of technology where her PhD was situated. Philine’s research is focussing on Foresight, innovation 
policy, innovation studies and co-evolution of technology and society. Philine has been contributing to 
a number of Foresight activities on national and EU level such as the German BMBF-Foresight-Process 
and the EU projects INFU and VERA.
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notes / wild & weak Ideas / Questions...

wild board
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Conference venue and 
registration Information

Conference venue
Thon hotel brussels City Centre 
Avenue du Boulevard 17 
1210, Bruxelles, Belgium

T:  +32 2 700 78 78  
F:  +32 2 205 15 25

www.thonhotels.com

registration Contact
If you wish to attend the conference, please contact siobhan.drugan@manchester.ac.uk

 
iKnow Project Contacts
Perla SROUR-GANDON (EC PROJECT OFFICER) - Perla.SROUR-GANDON@ec.europa.eu  
Perla Srour-Gandon is a Scientific Officer at the European Commission, in the Directorate General for Research 
and Innovation. She is working on Forward-Looking Activities and is responsible of several projects in the 
Foresight domain. Previously for last nine years, Perla Srour-Gandon was an analyst in geopolitics, specialising 
in oil and gas issues. She was an advisor for public and private entities that invest in the MENA (Middle 
East and North Africa) region. From 2000 to 2002, she also worked at the Documentation Francaise, as a 
contributor to a research journal named Maghreb-Machrek. Perla Srour-Gandon holds a Master of International 
Relations from the University Panthe_on-Sorbonne and a Diplome d’Etudes Approfondies from the Institut 
National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales (Paris). She is also author of several papers on hydrocarbon 
issues and on energy efficiency on the MENA region in specialised reviews. 

Rafael POPPER (iKnow PROJECT COORDINATOR) – Rafael.POPPER@manchester.ac.uk


