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1. Introduction to EFP Online Foresight Dissemination 

The Coordination and Support Action “EFP European Foresight Platform – supporting forward looking 

decision making” aims at consolidating the knowledge base on foresight and forward looking activities 

in Europe and internationally. It reinforces foresight and forward looking actions initiated under the 6th 

Framework Programme, in particular EFMN [1] and FOR-LEARN [2]. By building on and integrating 

these two lines of activity, and by expanding their scope to cover current foresight actions of FP7, as 

well as at national and international level, a unique knowledge hub for foresight-related information will 

be created to facilitate European foresight and forward looking exercises. The ultimate purpose of EFP 

is to better exploit foresight as a resource from different expert-perspectives to support policy-making 

and to become an evolving web-based information platform which disseminates foresight and forward 

looking good practices. The knowledge hub will be used by practitioners as well as by policy-makers. 

With further updates, this deliverable will present how EFP is going to disseminate online foresight 

information and forward looking activities of interest to practitioners and policy-makers. This includes a 

Foresight Guide for practitioners who are designing and running foresight exercises, for policy-makers 

and other stakeholders involved in the processes, and for beginners interested in foresight processes 

a linked online foresight training, but also a collection of Foresight Case-Studies described in short 

briefs and later on mapped in an unique environment, Community-Building pages such as fora, links to 

other community sites, social networking groups to discuss EFP related topics within the community, 

Foresight News in the media and Event Reports from EFP policy workshops and conferences. An 

Outlook will be provided to data-mining of emerging issues, internet searches on foresight activities 

and most important forward looking studies, and online surveys. 

 

2. Targeted Communication Strategy 

The knowledge hub for foresight-related information EFP will be of interest to different target groups. 

Accordingly, the back office shall be developed as a strategic intelligence tool (aiming to be a growing 

self-sustaining repository of knowledge on foresight and forward looking activities) and the front office 

customized with different entry points for the different targeted actors such as policy-makers, 

practitioners, and beginners. The actor-specific navigation will take advantage of the cross-linked 

information between foresight guide, training, case-studies, events and community sites to support 

policy-making, further advance the discipline, for mutual learning, debates and community-building. 

 

2.1 EFP for policy-makers 

Previous research projects confirm that policy-makers seek in the first instance for successful cases 

and good practice of foresight implementation. They want to learn more about how forward looking 

activities can contribute to achieve policy impacts. We start therefore from the presumption, that 

policy-makers might especially be interested in the good practice databank deriving from the mapping 

of case-studies. Depending on their expertise and knowledge, they might also be interested in the 

online foresight guide to learn more about the application of forward looking activities. 

http://www.efmn.info/r
http://forlearn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
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Apart from differentiating the actors by their level of foresight competence, we have to distinguish also 

different levels and different roles of policy-makers. We find policy-makers in very different 

organisations. Besides, in some countries it is suitable to have champions speaking out for hot topics 

that are treated in a forward looking activity, in other policy traditions this is counterproductive. There 

are policy-makers who are drafting policies; (senior) policy-makers who need to be consulted on how 

to formulate the visions; and there are policy-makers who implement the policy strategies, and some 

of them also have influence on drafting the policies. Others, however, might not want to take over 

responsibilities for changes. At times, they see themselves as providing input for the policy-making 

process, not policy-making itself, so they would rather be called policy shapers (EFP, 2011)
1
. By 

providing a wide variety of case studies we will be able to address the needs of different types of 

policy makers. 

There will be different communication channels to disseminate foresight information: not only through 

the EFP website itself but also through social networks such as facebook and linkedin as well as other 

community sites. Links to Linkedin and facebook groups are provided through the EFP website.
2
  

2.2 EFP for practitioners 

Certainly foresight and forward looking practitioners are also interested in learning from successful 

cases and good practice, but in the first instance we see this community more interested in further 

advancing the knowledge base itself. Therefore, practitioners could have an intrinsic interest in 

contributing to further develop the framework of a foresight and forward looking activity, i.e. the 

underlying foresight cycle, design and methodology, and sharing their experiences. We have therefore 

created EFP fora and social networking groups. Furthermore, in the online foresight guide, some 

pages are open for editing to allow the community of experts to contribute. 

When it comes to the implementation of a specific forward looking activity, they might have an interest 

in learning more about similar thematic foresight exercises which were carried out in the past: 

therefore the EFP briefs as well as the mapping environment may also attract them. 

2.3 EFP for beginners 

Newcomers to foresight and forward looking activities might look in the first instance on EFP for an 

online training and guidance through the foresight cycle. The advantage of having an intelligent 

system able to connect information from the online foresight guide with case-studies from briefs and 

mapping environment, will allow them to learn how in practice the foresight theory might be applied. 

The online training shall take advantage of the foresight guide and consist of learning questions to see 

whether they understood the content of the guide. In addition, other media shall be used as well to 

make the training more diverse: slide shows, videos, etc. 

3. Foresight Guide 

Through an interconnected Online Foresight Guide
3
 with case study briefs, the EFP will be able to 

support action-oriented and participative ways of addressing future challenges. It guides policy-makers 

                                                           
1
 See Minutes of the EFP Policy Workshop Review Meeting, Seville, May 10, 2011, 

2
 dito 
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and others who want to learn how to apply foresight and forward looking activities in policy 

development throughout the critical steps of design, implementation and follow-up of a foresight 

project and gives a description of the main methods that can be used. All this shall be linked to 

achieved or potential impacts and specific contexts in which identified case studies have been 

launched. All these elements together build the backbone of EFP. 

 

Fig. 1: The Online Foresight Guide on EFP 

Following the philosophy of the actor-centred foresight dissemination, the online foresight guide offers 

different entry points to the guide for the three main stakeholders comprising policy-makers, 

practitioners, and beginners (we are integrating some screenshots from the EFP homepage here to 

show some examples of our features, c.f. figure 1). 

While it is critical for policy makers to fully understand the breadth of impacts that foresight can have, 

and how to attain them, practitioners might want to take stock of foresight practices and review specific 

aspects of the foresight process. On the other hand beginners might want to start with a training tool 

organised in three modules, which explain what foresight is, why it is important and how to conduct it. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
3
 This Online Foresight Guide is an updated and streamlined version of the FOR-LEARN guide [2], a 6th 

Framework Programme project of the European Commission (EC) developed by JRC-IPTS with the support of 

the Directorate General for Research, from January 2005 to May 2008. 
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However, before accessing the different entry points to the various users of EFP, our definition of 

foresight is provided (c.f. fig. 2) in order to reach a common understanding among all users and to 

avoid different interpretations in the course of further discussions. The main phases of a foresight 

exercise are highlighted: to think, debate and shape the future. 

 

Fig. 2: Definition of foresight within the EFP online foresight guide 
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3.1 Knowledge base for policy-makers 

Policy-makers might especially be interested in learning more about the functions, outputs, outcomes 

and impacts of foresight and forward looking activities. The main functions comprise informing policy, 

facilitating policy implementation, embedding participation in policy-making, supporting policy 

definition, and reconfiguring the policy system (see fig. 3 & 4). 

 

Fig. 3: Foresight for policy-makers within the EFP online foresight guide 

 

Fig. 4: "Function: Informing policy" within the EFP online foresight guide 
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3.2 Taking stock of foresight practices 

Apart from the know-how, rationale and outcomes of practicing foresight, practitioners might also have 

a deeper interest in contributing to hot topics which are at the forefront of the debate within the 

foresight and forward looking community. That is why some parts of the guide content will be opened 

up for discussion and further development by the community (c.f. bottom of fig. 5). 

 

Fig. 5: Taking stock of foresight practices and debated content within the EFP online foresight guide 

Besides commenting and discussion windows, a wiki-type option shall be implemented to support the 

further advancement of the guide content. 

Clear and easy-to-access information is provided, with real case illustrative examples gathered either 

in the predecessor projects EFMN and FOR-LEARN or currently within EFP and other sources. The 

information to be disseminated will be enhanced and cross-linked with the evolving database of 

foresight and forward looking projects being developed through a mapping process (i.e. WP2) in order 

to link the existing and up-to-date information with selected foresight or forward looking case studies 

and their findings. The community of foresight and forward looking practitioners will be concerned 

about and involved in further developing these contents in order to have a unique resource on 

foresight and forward looking techniques. 
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The section on "Why do Foresight?" addresses not only the rationale and the objectives of any 

foresight process, but also the outcomes, benefits and limitations of a foresight exercise (c.f. fig. 6). 

 

Fig. 6: Reasons for running a forward looking activity within the EFP online foresight guide 

The section on "How to organise a foresight exercise?" will split the organisation of a foresight process 

into its main phases and explain them (c.f. fig. 7). 

 

Fig. 7: Different phases of a foresight exercise within the EFP online foresight guide 
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Under Methodology, the section "Main methods" informs about a wide range of methods (c.f. fig. 8) 

which are being applied within foresight and forward looking activities. Each method is extensively 

described, so that the user gets an idea of it and when it is appropriate to select it for a specific 

purpose. 

 

Fig. 8: Main methods of a foresight study being presented within the EFP online foresight guide 

Once the afore mentioned intelligent system is established, the method descriptions will be linked to 

real cases in order to exemplify and show good practice of the method application. 
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3.3 Foresight training 

Newcomers and beginners of foresight processes will find it useful to have an online training (c.f. 

figure 9) introducing them to the main know-how: the online foresight guide will provide a training tool 

organised in several modules, which explain what foresight is, why it is important and how to conduct it 

with the help of key methods. The online training is currently being discussed in the context of the 

Romanian project on the future of higher education and shall be developed in the course of the year
4
. 

 

Fig. 9: Online Foresight Training still under construction within the EFP online foresight guide 

As you can see in fig. 10 the online foresight guide was developed by a large number of well-

respected foresight and forward looking institutes and think-tanks partners. 

 

                                                           
4
 http://www.edu2025.ro/home.aspx 
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Fig. 10: References for FOR-Learn, the predecessor of the EFP online foresight guide 
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4. Foresight Case-Studies 

Building on the Online Foresight Guide and the database of foresight and forward looking projects 

available, EFP will ensure the dissemination of accurate and up-to-date information with a focus on 

good practices to enhance the perceived impact of foresight and forward looking activities on policy-

making. For this purpose, EFP is merging the content of EFMN and FORLEARN into one platform in 

order to establish a single entry point to latest methodological foresight aspects linked to case studies. 

It is aimed to advance and optimise the content of the new online information platform with regard to 

the exchange of experiences and good practice models. 

In the end, these building blocks aim at improving the quality of support to policy-making that foresight 

and forward looking activities can provide, especially by drawing on the source material available on 

the EFP and by providing tools and methods to exploit these materials for policy support activities. The 

results of the mapping environment as well as the briefs available on the EFP website will serve as 

input material to the identification of good practices, which shall link successful methodological 

aspects to particular contexts and specific impacts. 

4.1 Foresight Briefs 

Foresight briefs have proven to be an important means for community-building and policy information 

in the context of EFMN. They are highlighting new and interesting pieces of information from recent or 

ongoing foresight exercises. The EFP foresight briefs are based on the findings of individual forward 

looking activities. They  

 provide an overview of recent or ongoing foresight activities, or  

 provide selected insights into key findings from individual exercises or panels. These key 

findings can be of a  

o thematic (e.g. regarding to specific technologies, forward looking studies) 

o generic (i.e. regarding to key features of the research and innovation system),  

o methodological, or  

o evaluative nature.  

 can also be of policy nature and will as such be produced as outcomes of policy workshops. 

The EFP foresight briefs will cover any type of forward looking activities. Building on the experience of 

the EFMN-briefs, the analysis of the follow-up of foresight processes and the assessment of their 

outcomes, the implementation of recommendations, the innovations realized, and thus of the 

usefulness of the foresight approach will become an important element of the briefs. Stakeholders 

from published EFMN-briefs will be interviewed on the results and their implementation as well as on 

the overall effects of the particular foresight in focus. For each assessment a short supplement to the 

brief will be produced, in agreement with the interviewees. This will be made public on the website. 

The preparation of foresight briefs will roughly follow current practice in EFMN. Approximately 100 

briefs will be prepared over the three years, mostly by the established foresight community and by 

additional correspondents. In addition, evaluative and follow-up issues shall be taken on board in the 

preparation of briefs on foresight exercises in order to assess the consequence of foresight, especially 

at policy level. Some of the most important forward looking studies will be covered in the EFP Briefs as 

well (c.f. fig. 11). 
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Fig. 11: Collection of EFP Foresight Briefs within the EFP online foresight guide 

The EFP foresight briefs will be made available at the EFP website and serve as input material to both 

the identification of good practices, basis for the information platform framework, and the policy 

support activities (e.g. as source material for background reports). 

In addition, a systematic analysis of the cases will be made to draw upon the lessons that can be 

learnt from these experiences – lessons from best and from worst cases, lessons for foresight 

practitioners, clients, sponsors. This policy document is supposed to be designed for the EC as a 

consultation document for future foresight exercises to support policy development. 

Any users of EFP will be able to search for EFP foresight briefs according to different scoping 

categories (c.f. fig. 12), such as: 

- FP7 themes (energy, environment, food, agriculture and fisheries, biotechnology, health, information 

and communication technologies, nanosciences and –technologies, nuclear research, security, socio-

economic sciences and humanities, space and transport) 

- Geography (EU, global, national, regional) 

- Time horizon (until 2010, 2015, 2020, 2025, 2030, 2035, 2040, 2050, and even beyond) 

Besides, the website supports a general/simple search function for user entry of terms as well as a 

cloud tag (c.f. fig. 11 and 12). A sitemap listing alls pages of the website is also being displayed. 
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Fig. 12: Search Functions for EFP Briefs within the EFP online foresight guide 

EFP users get also the opportunity to disseminate their own foresight and forward looking activities by 

submitting their ideas for the development of an EFP foresight brief. 

Including bottom-up proposal of new cases 

In order to give an orientation to future authors of briefs, a short guidelines paper and online template 

are available on EFP. Recently produced briefs and those developed in 2008 in the context of EFMN 

serve as sample briefs. The guideline paper and template is available online at the project website and 

easily accessible (c.f. fig. 13). 

New and relevant initiatives throughout the world as well as most important forward looking studies will 

be identified and selected for briefs. The criteria for selecting a topic for a brief are: 

- novelty 

- policy relevance 

- forward looking 

- contribution to community-building  

- balanced thematic and geographic coverage 

- compatibility with focus of methodological guidelines, policy workshops, mapping 

The quality control guidelines will act as a quality control system. The quality control system to review 

the briefs follows the procedure that of each brief a quality assessment is being made by the 

correspondent and the responsible EFP editor before the brief is published. 



EFP Deliverable 4.2 – WP 4 

All rights reserved  30/06/2011 
© 2011, EFP consortium  Page 16 of 28 

 

Fig. 13: Brief Submission tab within the EFP online foresight guide 

 

4.2 Mapping 

In addition to the illustrative EFP Foresight Briefs, the European Foresight Platform offers a more 

comprehensive analysis and evaluation of foresight practices, players and outcomes, supported by a 

web-based Mapping Environment. Building on the experience of its predecessor projects 

(EUROFORE and EFMN), the current mapping approach has been modified and updated. The 

mapping data will include additional forward looking activities (FLA) and has been structured in a more 

refined way than in EFMN. 
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What is being mapped? 

EFP will map practices, players and outcomes (POP) of different types of forward looking activities. 

By ‘practices’ we mean the activities of scoping a foresight project e.g. its objectives, the background 

or domain for which it is undertaken. Mapping practices was the main focus of 2004-08 EFMN 

mapping. It proved to be an important means for understanding the diversity of foresight and forward 

looking ‘styles’ and methodological practices in Europe and other regions of the world. In particular we 

will map information about seven dimensions of FLA practices (c.f. fig. 14): 

- Aims and objectives 

- Rationales and background 

- Context and domain coverage 

- Methodology and work plan 

- Territorial scope 

- Time horizon(s) 

- Funding and duration 

While this information is useful for foresight practitioners and organisers, it will now be complemented 

with a systematic map of Players and Outcomes. 

‘Players’ refer to all actors involved in and mobilised for a foresight exercise, including e.g. sponsors, 

champions or practitioners. In particular, we will map systematically the following seven types of 

players and any additional group should it prove to be relevant (c.f. fig. 14): 

- Sponsors and champions 

- RTD and support teams 

- Methodology and domain experts 

- Networks and (international) cooperation 

- Target groups 

- Participation scale 

- PR and marketing 

With ‘outcomes’ we mean the results and impacts of a foresight project in terms of anticipation, 

recommendation or transformations. In other words: What are the product and process benefits of 

foresight? If we map ‘anticipation’ outcomes then we will be looking at (c.f. fig. 14): 

- Visions, scenarios and forecasts 

- Critical and key technologies 

- TEEPSE drivers, trends and megatrends 

- SWOT and Grand Challenges 

- Wild Cards and Weak Signals 

- Pathways and roadmaps 

- Models and frameworks 

Mapping ‘recommendations’ refer to: 

- Policy options 

- Further research and FHS 

- New initiatives and actors 
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- New alliances 

- Further/new investments 

- Dissemination fora and groups 

Finally, we will map ‘transformations’, which we think of as (c.f. fig. 14): 

- Strategies and policy priorities 

- Capacities, competences and skills 

- Paradigms and current visions 

- Knowledge base, goods and services 

- Socio-economic and STI systems 

- Behaviour, attitudes and lifestyles 

 

Fig. 14: The SMART Futures Jigsaw (Popper, 2011) 

How do we map? 

The mapping of case studies for the European Foresight Platform faces two main challenges: what 

cases are going to be mapped and how is the information getting into the Mapping Environment? 

These questions concern the issue of how projects are identified as interesting for EFP and 

subsequently nominated for a mapping. In other words, they concern the question of how to feed the 

EF platform and how to ensure the quality of the feed in different phases of the project. 
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In addressing these questions we distinguish three phases: 

- In a first phase, a process needs to be installed by which it will be possible to identify a critical 

number of cases (50) for a first round of mapping, carried out by the EFP project team. These 

cases will serve as a basis to demonstrate the validity of the EFP concept, to illustrate the 

possible analyses that can be made on the basis of the mapped data and to create a critical mass 

that will attract further participants. 

- In a second step we will use the EFMN mapping database that has captured over 2000 studies, 

of which around 1000 cases have been mapped in detail. These will be transferred into the EFP 

Mapping Environment. 

- In a third step, a mechanism will be set up that will motivate others to actively contribute to EFP in 

the future and to submit information about their and other FLA to the platform. 

In other words, while for the first phase we have chosen to follow a top-down approach, we will work in 

the future in a bottom-up manner. 

The development of the Mapping Environment has required conceptual as well programming work. 

The result of our conceptual work is presented in the Annual Mapping Report 2009-10 (D2.3) The 

programming work is currently undertaken and is scheduled to be finalised in the autumn of 2011. 

Visually, it will be built on the SMART Futures Jigsaw (c.f. fig. 14), with each of the 36 parts 

representing one analytical dimension for the mapping. By clicking on the parts, interactive windows 

will guide the user to input, analysis and report sites. 
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5. Community-Building 

The EFP community consists of foresight and forward looking practitioners, researchers, policy 

makers and other stakeholders. EFP engages in building this community by consolidating the loose 

ends of various foresight, forward looking and future-oriented networks. The approach to online 

community-building taken by EFP is threefold: connecting people and interconnecting networks, 

stimulating and facilitating discussion, and providing updates to the community of interesting foresight-

related events and publications. The tools used by this approach are fora, links to community sites, 

and different social networking sites. Each of these tools will be discussed in turn. 

5.1 Fora 

Elsewhere in this report, the foresight guide, foresight briefs, mapping environment, and event agenda 

are described as some of the content which the EFP has to offer to forward looking practitioners, 

researchers, and policy-makers. In order to facilitate discussion on topics arising from this content, as 

well as anything foresight-related which may be of interest, the EFP offers online fora (see fig. 15). 

The fora are supposed to start discussions within the EFP community and beyond. From debates on 

hot topics over consultation of content development to information about upcoming events and 

publications the discussions can take different forms. Applications to join are summarily reviewed to 

ensure that participants are relevant to the foresight-community, and to avoid spam. 

 

Fig. 15: Discussion forum within the EFP online foresight guide 



EFP Deliverable 4.2 – WP 4 

All rights reserved  30/06/2011 
© 2011, EFP consortium  Page 21 of 28 

Currently there are fora (c.f. fig. 16) about "foresight practice and experiences", "EFP general 

discussions", "conferences and other events", as well as "publications". In the first forum, discussions 

have been initiated on "EFP policy support approaches", on "challenges of weak signal analysis", etc. 

 

Fig. 16: List of fora within the EFP online foresight guide 

The usage of the fora is so far limited, but this shall be improved by streamlining the registration 

process and by facilitating new discussions. For example, news items on the EFP website front page 

contain a link to a topic on the forum which offers a place to discuss the item. This could provide a 

place for participants of a conference to have an online discussion, or for experts and policy-makers to 

discuss new foresight-related publications. 

Some social media, such as the LinkedIn group used by EFP, also provide means to discuss 

foresight-related topics. 

5.2 Community Sites 

The EFP platform is not the only online community of forward looking professionals, policy-makers and 

other stakeholders. All around the world many different foresight-related communities exist, from the 

Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development to the European Techno-Economic 

Policy Support Network. Hence, building a foresight community is not just a matter of connecting 

people, it is also about connecting communities. 
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For this reason the community sites part of the EFP website was built (c.f. fig. 17). Here, related 

programmes, networks and institutions in the field of foresight, forward looking activities and future 

studies are provided with their weblinks. The short description introduces the organisation or network 

and highlights the link to the EFP community. 

 

Fig. 17: Links to other community sites within the EFP online foresight guide 

5.3 Social Networking Groups 

In addition to the facilities for community-building that are offered by the EFP website, the platform 

uses a number of popular social media to bring policy-makers and foresight-experts into contact with 

each other and with EFP. Currently EFP is present on LinkedIn and Twitter. 

LinkedIn is "the world’s largest professional network" with more than 100 million members in over 200 

countries. EFP has a professional networking group on LinkedIn, and regularly posts news updates 

and discussions there (c.f. fig. 18). New discussions started in the EFP LinkedIn group usually contain 

links to relevant pages on the EFP website, to support the usage of the website. 

Currently this group has more than 250 members, and new members join weekly. A valuable aspect of 

this networking group is that its potential reach is much wider than the current EFP network. Any 

LinkedIn member searching for "foresight" or related topics may find the EFP foresight group, and 

apply to join. Join requests are reviewed before acceptance, to avoid spam and inappropriate content. 
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Fig. 18: Linkedin EFP group 

The other social networking medium that EFP currently uses is Twitter (c.f. fig. 19). This is a popular 

social networking and micro-blogging service, which allows users to send messages of up to 140 

characters to each other. It currently has an estimated 200 million users worldwide. The EFP Twitter 

account is used to provide followers with updates on anything foresight-related, including events, 

publications, updates on the EFP website, et cetera. These updates contain links to relevant pages on 

the EFP website, which supports the usage of the website. The account currently has more than 120 

followers, and new followers come by regularly. Since some followers “retweet” the EFP messages, 

and the EFP account is included in a number of aggregation lists, the exact reach is hard to determine. 

However, part of the value in this medium is that it may reach a different crowd from the LinkedIn 

group, or the existing EFP community. 

 

Fig. 19: EFP on Twitter 
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6. Foresight News and Event Reports 

Forward looking activities are being monitored and their presence in the media is being analysed. 

Outcomes of any foresight or forward looking events are being published as well. 

6.1 Foresight News in the Media 

The use of specific foresight, forward looking and future-oriented terms in the media (c.f. fig. 20) shall 

indicate the importance adhered over the past time for those kind of activities in the context of policy 

support measures. 

 

Fig. 20: Development of foresight in the media presented within the EFP online foresight guide 

 

6.2 Event Reports from EFP Policy Workshops and Conferences 

As overall objective, the workshops serve as an interface to create stronger linkages between the work 

of the foresight respectively forward looking community and policy- as well as decision-makers, but 

can also contribute to general issues such as improving foresight methods and activities. Policy-

makers responsible for strategic work at regional, national or European level are the main target 
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audiences. However, collaboration partners, correspondents and partner networks are also invited to 

participate in the workshops to support the translation of foresight results into policy outcomes. The 

knowledge base available on EFP (briefs, process, surveys, networks, good practice, case-studies) 

shall be used as preparation for the policy workshops and for the background documents to serve as 

input to the workshops. In the workshops, specific topics relevant to policy-makers shall be discussed 

as well as strategies how to tackle them. The outcomes of the workshops are expected to provide 

added value to policy makers and could be published as structured policy-briefs. Moreover, the 

workshops will enlighten the room for improvement of EFP. 

 

Fig. 21: Announcement of related events within the EFP online foresight guide 
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7. Outlook 

Furthermore, the EFP will support policy-making with anticipatory intelligence to identify the key policy 

issues related to future grand challenges. Data-mining of emerging issues, internet searches on 

foresight activities and most important forward looking studies as well as online surveys shall be the 

available tools for this purpose. 

In addition, the EFP could be used to assess online opinions of different stakeholders and experts. 

Having the brief correspondents and a wider community of foresight and forward looking practitioners 

united under the EFP, it makes sense to take advantage of these future-oriented experts to assess 

their opinions on specific issues. Subjects for discussion could be the prioritisation of the grand 

challenges to be urgently tackled, the identification of the corresponding key policy issues and the 

assessment of actions to be taken by policy and decision makers. 

The mapping environment will contain a list of players familiarised with the future orientation of specific 

areas. The surveys could even be opened beyond this list of players addressing the community of 

experts related to the policy workshops in order to support the preparation of discussions around the 

workshop topics beforehand. 

Building on the Online Foresight Guide and the database of foresight and forward looking projects 

available, EFP will ensure the dissemination of accurate and up-to-date information with a focus on 

good practices to enhance the perceived impact of foresight and forward looking activities on policy-

making. For this purpose, EFP has merged the content of EFMN and FORLEARN into one platform, 

and will thus establish a single entry point to latest methodological foresight aspects linked to case 

studies. It is aimed to advance and optimise the content of the new online information platform with 

regard to the exchange of experiences and good practice models. 

In the end, these building blocks aim at improving the quality of support to policy-making that foresight 

and forward looking activities can provide, especially by drawing on the source material available on 

the EFP and by providing tools and methods to exploit these materials for policy support activities. 

Identification of good practices 

The results of the mapping environment as well as the briefs available on the EFP website will serve 

as input material to the identification of good practices, which shall link successful methodological 

aspects to particular contexts and specific impacts. Selection criteria for good practices will consider 

usability of the foresight or forward looking approach in focus, efficiency, effectiveness and impacts on 

policy-making. This information will be synthesized – drawing lessons and recommendations from 

good practices – and disseminated to both practitioners and policy-makers, e.g. by using the online 

platform and by organising policy workshops to inspire further progress. 

This is a major tool for networking and building a knowledge base. In order to improve the 

transparency of good practice on foresight, within the brief production a sample of about 30 follow-up 

assessments will be conducted on the lessons learned from foresight initiatives that were covered 

during previous activities. 
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